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Background

• We All Count: HWDSB Student Census

• What it is
• How it was done
• How it is being used



Disproportionality Report:  Format

• Introduction
• Answering the 'what', 

'why' 'how'
• limitations

• Chapters
• Importance
• Background
• How to read the chart
• Findings
• What does this mean?

• Next Steps

(Appendices)



Report Format

Introducing Jitter Plots

Reference for jitter plot vs bar chart visuals: Unfair 
Comparisons: How Visualizing Social Inequality Can 
Make It Worse | Nightingale (nightingaledvs.com)

Bar chart and jitter plot showing the same data. The bars show 
the average. The jitter plot shows the individual values:

https://nightingaledvs.com/unfair-comparisons-how-visualizing-social-inequality-can-make-it-worse/
https://nightingaledvs.com/unfair-comparisons-how-visualizing-social-inequality-can-make-it-worse/
https://nightingaledvs.com/unfair-comparisons-how-visualizing-social-inequality-can-make-it-worse/


Report Format
Jitter plot and bar chart showing the same data:



Report Format



Report Format



Report Format



Report Format



Attendance Disproportionalities



Disproportionality Data- Highlights

• Suspension Disproportionalities
(Reported in June 2023)

• Attendance Disproportionalities
• Achievement Disproportionalities
• Well-Being Disproportionalities



Attendance Disproportionalities



Achievement Disproportionalities



Achievement Disproportionalities



Well-Being Disproportionalities



Data Table



What does this mean?

• The data confirms that there are disproportionalities in 
suspensions, attendance, achievement and well-being.

• This indicates and confirms that systemic inequities exist 
both in opportunities and outcomes.

• Disaggregating data is necessary to identify 
disproportionalities and disparities, but it is not sufficient, 
or data isn’t the end goal.

• How will this inform decision making to 
meet specific students needs identified and address 
systemic barriers?



Next Steps
• HWDSB new Strategic Directions will set the intention and purpose for all of us 

to actively work toward ensuring every student feels a deep sense of 
belonging and has joyful learning.

• Staff will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of initiatives across the Board 
to eliminate barriers, in alignment with the Anti Racism Data Standards.

• Staff will also dig deeper into data for intersectionalities to understand the 
experiences of students across multiple identity groups (e.g., students who 
identify as both disabled and racialized) as we work alongside students, 
families and the broader community.
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